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Don’t Be a Bully 


One of my favorite moments in a 
Marvel superhero film is when 
"scrawny" Steve Rogers, before he 
becomes "Captain America," is 
asked if he wants to go to Germany 
and kill Nazis, to which he 
responds: "I don't want 
to kill anyone. I don't 
like bullies; I don't care 
where they’re from." 
Like this wholesome 
fictional paragon of 
virtue, I suspect we all 
have experienced some 
form of bullying in our 
lifetimes (as either the 
victim or, dare I say, the 
perpetrator). 

Christians are called 
to be peacemakers, or at 
least, we are commended if we are 
able to act as peacemakers 
(Matthew 5:9). Interestingly, the 
Greek word for "peacemaker" in 
the commonly referenced passage 
typically identified as Jesus's 
sermon on the mount implies a 
kind of active effort to bring 
conflict to an end, and not, as some 
might infer, a passive refusal to 
engage sources of conflict. 

I would even contend that this 
indicates that, as believers, true 
peacemakers do whatever is 
possible and reasonable to bring 
about peace when we observe 
conflict that inflicts persecution 
and suffering. Like Steve 
Rogers/Captain America, I do not 
look favorably on bullies. 

I can assure you that I am 
probably one of the most non- 
confrontational individuals you 
would ever meet. However, I also 
do not enjoy observing people 
being harassed, tormented, or 
persecuted by others, as this clearly 
demonstrates a lack of regard for 
their well-being, and ultimately a 
lack of self-respect on the part of 
the bully. As much as we are 
counseled to love and pray for our 
enemies and to avoid acts of 
vengeance or retribution (Leviticus 
19:18, Matthew 5:44, Romans 
12:19-20), we are also exhorted to 
seek justice and stand up for those 
who may be incapable of doing so 
themselves (Psalm 82:4, Isaiah 
1:17, Micah 6:8, Luke 4:18-19). 

In an episode of the "Star Trek: 
Voyager" television series, the 
crew of the titular starship are 
continually pursued and harassed 
by a group of aliens who covet the 
Federation technology and 
resources. Although Captain 
Kathryn Janeway is quite open to 
peaceful diplomatic relations, she 
does not believe it is prudent to 
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allow the aliens to possess such 
products of science and mechaniza- 
tion that is beyond their ability to 
understand and wield responsibly. 
When confronted by one of the 
alien commanders during an 
attempt to retrieve 
wrongfully 
acquired equipment, 
Janeway, 
resolutely and predict- 
ably protective of her 
ship and crew, stands 
her ground. 


CULLUH: Our sensors 
show that you are 
trespassing on our 
vessel. 

JANEWAY: As I've 
already informed you, we're 
attempting to retrieve the console 
that caused this explosion. 
CULLUH: If you attempt to 
remove anything from our ship, it 
will be considered an act of war. 
JANEWAY: You know, I'm really 
easy to get along with most of the 
time. But I don't like bullies, and I 
don't like threats, and I don't like 
you, Culluh. You can try and stop 
us from getting to the truth, but I 
promise you, if you do I will 
respond with all the unique 
technologies at my command. 
Janeway out. 

Bullying has been around 
since, well, literally the beginning. 
The account of Cain and Abel 
demonstrates that it didn't take long 
for human beings to find ways to 
antagonize, belittle, oppress, and 
threaten each other, and this caustic 
conduct unfortunately continues 
even to this day. As we know, 
bullying can and does occur in so 
many ways other than physical 
abuse or violence. And now, with 
the aid of the Internet and an 
apparent abundance of idle time, 
people can verbally, psychologi- 
cally, and emotionally bully and be 
bullied in such an "efficient" and 
somehow simultaneously personal 
yet distant manner. 

Quite frankly, one of my 
concerns as a Christian is that it is 
evident that one of the dangers we 
face as believers, and as human 
beings in general, is the very real 
risk of becoming bullies ourselves 
as we interact with different people 
in various environments, including 
online. Historically, some might 
have identified the Church (or at 
least, the ecclesiastic, human- 
centric institution that emerged) 
during various eras as a kind of 
political-religious bully of sorts, 
attempting to in some cases 
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establish its perhaps questionable 
vision of the kingdom of God in 
rather forceful, unkind, and 
intransigent ways. In modern 
times, some might continue to 
perceive current organizational 
representations of the Church as 
somewhat similarly imperious or 
oppressive in their manner. 

There are times when it can 
seem that we are justified in our 
own mind in trying to convey to 
(or impose on) others our own will, 
desires, or sense of "correctness" 
(political, social, religious, etc.), 
often while being demeaning and 
excessively emphatic or intense, 
resulting in needless provocation or 
offensiveness. These are the 
scenarios and occasions in which it 
would behoove us to really pay 
attention to the scriptural 
admonitions to exercise control 
over our "tongue" (Matthew 12:36, 
1 Peter 3:10, James 1:19, James 
3:2-12) -- or when it comes to 
online communication, our fingers. 
How much grief could be avoided 
if we were "quick to hear, slow to 
speak," or type as the case may be? 
I wonder how disappointed Jesus is 
when he observes bullying among 
or from the Church. 

If there is a member of a 
congregation who is exhibiting the 
hostility, disdain, arrogance, and 
abusive nature of a bully, that 
person needs to be called into 
account. The body of Christ has no 
place for the malignancy of cruelty 
and tyranny. As many of us know 
from personal observation or 
experience, cancer must sometimes 
be treated aggressively. Certainly, 
the Church represents a remarkable 
amalgam of individuals with 
diverse backgrounds, understand- 
ings, opinions, and expressions of 
belief, worship, and service. Our 
common foundation of faith is 
what unifies us, and there is never 
a need to tolerate the disparage- 
ment, harassment, or maltreatment 
of anyone. 

Let us make every effort to 
demonstrate the kind of peace and 
love among ourselves that causes 
those in the world to be inspired, 
impressed, and perplexed, as we 
are called to live in harmony and 
not be condescending (Romans 
12:16), to not be judgmental 
towards each other (Romans 
14:13), and to not be conceited 
and provoke each other (Galatians 
5:26). The concept of a "Christian 
bully" should be an ultimate 
oxymoron. 


Roselore Derival 


Roselore Derival, born of 
Roselore Saint Luc, loving 
wife, mother, daughter, sister, 
grandmother and great-grand- 
mother; passed away, on July 
25, 2021. 

Roselore, so called Rose, 
was born in Haiti on August 
21, 1949 and moved to 
Homestead, Florida in 1990. 

Roselore married Louidieu 
Derival in 1971, and resided in Homestead, Florida. 
She worked at KFC for over 10 years, before her 
retirement in 2012 

Rose was preceded in death by her father, Benise 
Saint Luc and her mother, Mrs Christina Succes 

Roselore is survived by her daughter Marie Lore 
D. Dorsainvil and her husband Ernso Dorsainvill, her 
grandchildren Lorens Dorsainvil, Elisha Dorsainvil 
and Laury Dorsainvil; also survived by her last 
daughter Widza D. Fleurine and her husband Elou 
Fleurine, her grandson Waddle Fleurine and her great 
grand daughter Kimberly Fleurine; and her sisters and 
her brothers Marie Paul Belizaire, Marie Saintamene 
Saint Luc, Edmond Delice Paul, Benisse St Luc, Aruis 
St Luc, Joinisse Paul, Elmont St Luc, Canes St Luc; as 
well as sisters-in-law, nieces and nephews. 

It was a gift to know Roselore and be loved by her. 
She was the sweetest, strongest, brightest, most fun- 
loving soul and will forever be held close in heart by 
so many that loved her.. She leaves behind those who 
have been far beyond blessed by her obedient 
Christian example, generous and beautiful life of joy 
and unconditional love 

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, 

July 31, 2021 at 10:00 in the morning at Nazarene 
Church, 124800 SW 134th Ave, Princeton, FL 33032. 
Her body will be rested at Caballero Rivero Palms 
Woodlawn Park at 27100 Old Dixie Highway, 
Naranja, Florida. 


Roger F. poe 


Roger Frederick Sowder of 
Homestead, Florida was born 
May 2, 1945 in Pax, West 
Virginia to Noah and June 
Sowder. 

He passed away on July 
21, 2021 in Homestead, 
Florida. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 52 years, Norma, son Ryan 
and his wife Kim, as well as 
three grandchildren, Tyler, Jacob and Makaela. He is 
also survived by his brother Fred Sowder and sister 
Kaye Treadway. He was predeceased by his parents 
and sister Lynn Cochran. 

Roger served in the National Guard. He retired 
from the City of Homestead in 1995 after 28 years of 
service, and then worked for Circle D Farms, also of 
Homestead. 

Roger was very active in the community and was a 
member of the Elks Club, Moose Lodge, American 
Legion, Redland District Lions Club, The Citizens 
Against Crime and the PGR (Patriot Guard Riders). 

A celebration of life in his honor will be held at the 
Moose Lodge, Homestead Florida on a date to be 
determined. 
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“As an adult, the first dog I had was a 
rescue mutt that I encountered at the 
local non-profit clinic where I was vol- 
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| my ‘heart’ dog,” Katribe said. 


Harvey and distemper survivor, who is 
an indiscernible combination of breeds 
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unteering before vet school. Akasha and 
spent the next 16 years together. She was 
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continues to teach Katribe. “In the begin- 
ning, it was about canine distemper, and 
now it’s about love and life, as only a 
dog can teach us humans,” she added. 

No two mutts are alike. That can 
make your dog the talk of your block, 
the latest social media star or simply a 
great companion. “Every time I walk 
through a shelter, large or small, I see a 
stunning array of dogs of all shapes and 
sizes,” Katribe said. “Each one is 
beautifully unique.” 

Mixed breed dogs (aka mutts) tend 
to have a lower risk of hereditary 
diseases than purebred dogs. “Even 
when breeders make efforts to remove 
dogs with heritable medical problems 
from their breeding pools, some 
conditions will get by undetected in 
earlier generations,” Katribe said. 
“Hereditary problems are very common 
at puppy mills or with irresponsible 
breeders, as breeding stock is not se- 
lected for based on any health criteria.” 

The temperament of a mutt can be 
just as solid as a purebred. “While some 
breeds do have behavioral tendencies 
related to their breeding (for example, 
herding behavior in dogs bred for that 
purpose), there are no guarantees that a 
purebred dog will follow that ten- 
dency,” Katribe explained. “The reality 
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is that every dog is an individual.” 

Most mutts are not born in cruel 
puppy mills or other unfortunate circum- 
stances, Katribe noted. “For dogs that are 
bred and born in puppy mill situations or 
by irresponsible breeders, both the 
parents and puppies are often kept in 
inhumane and unsanitary conditions. 
While the puppies get sold, the parents 
can live in these horrible conditions for 
many, many years.” 

If you really like purebreds, you can 
find a mutt that’s pretty close. “One 
strategy to get the best of both worlds — 
choose a mutt that is primarily of your 
chosen breed,” Katribe said. “You’ll get 
the hardiness of a mutt with the look 
and, potentially, behavioral tendencies of 
your chosen breed.” 

Whether you have a beloved mutt at 
home or are thinking of adding a dog to 
your family, Katribe suggests visiting 
your local shelter to see how you can 
help dogs awaiting adoption. 

“If you aren’t able to adopt right now, 
consider fostering or even taking a dog 
on a short outing to get them out of the 
stressful shelter environment for a night 
or a few hours,” she said. “If fostering is 
not an option, then volunteer or donate — 
shelters can’t save lives without the 
support of their community.” 
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